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Recycling Week NZ runs between 11th and 17th November this year and recycle.co.nz is producing a short animation video to help 
promote awareness of issues affecting NZ and how the general public can help make a positive difference. It will be promoted via
schools, Facebook, community groups and media channels. The video will be freely available for councils to use as they wish. 

At the end of the video, viewers are referred to recycle.co.nz to check out their local council guidelines for what is acceptable and not 
acceptable for recycling. As a generic recycling advisory website, recycle.co.nz contains references and links to all NZ District 
Council websites that contain relevant recycling advice for the public.

We urge each council to check the copy and 
link information before the end of October so 
recycle.co.nz can make any changes deemed 
necessary.

The web screenshot alongside refers to Local 
Council Guides and all information is included on 
this page.

This may also be a timely opportunity for some 
councils to update (correct) information on 
respective websites.

This is particularly relevant where a council 
makes no reference to specific information likely 
to be sought by the public (these councils are 
highlighted in this snapshot report).

This snapshot reports the current position from each council regarding these likely public enquiries:

Can my plastic bags go in the recycling bin? What plastic grades can go in the recycling bin?
Can polystyrene go in the recycling bin? Can TetraPaks go in the recycling bin?

We have not queried if and how the collected recyclables are actually recycled. Local councils should offer 
assurance that recycling is undertaken correctly and that landfill waste is being diverted.

Overview



Findings Summary

For a country that prides itself on a clean green image, there appears to be no common goal for achieving a low-waste zero-waste 
society for New Zealand. Based on the diverse range of recycling policies and procedures adopted by local councils, it seems local 
councils have independent mandates and no obvious direction from central government to establish and operate correct, clear and 
consistent recycling practice.

Of the 67 local councils reviewed in this snapshot, 44 councils share 12 similar information profiles (grouped as 12 profiles) and 23 
councils have unique information profiles. This means NZ currently has 35 variations on information and advice provided to the NZ 
public regarding the recycling of plastic bags, plastic grades, polystyrene and TetraPaks. 
It should be noted that 7 councils make no clear reference at all regarding the recycling of plastic bags, plastic grades, polystyrene or 
TetraPaks, these are: 

- Waitaki District Council - Waimate District Council - Westland District Council
- Southland District Council - Rotorua District Council - Stratford District Council
- Wanganui District Council  

The current position from each council regarding likely public recycling enquiries are as follows:

Can plastic bags go in the recycling bin?
18 councils state “yes”, 17 state “no”, 31 provide “no reference” and 1 council state’s “yes or no” depending on location.

What plastic grades can go in the recycling bin?
37 councils accept plastic recycling grades “1 to 7”, 18 accept “specific grades only”, and 12 provide “no reference”.

Can polystyrene go in the recycling bin?
1 council state’s “yes”, 37 state “no”, 29 provide “no reference”.

Can TetraPaks go in the recycling bin?
1 council state’s “yes”, 27 state “no”, 38 provide “no reference” and 1 council state’s “yes or no” depending on location.

Only 14 councils provide clear reference and information relating to each of the enquiries above (21% of all councils). 
The above provides plausible insights into the reason behind a common behavioural barrier uncovered in consumer 
research surveys, namely: “It is confusing knowing what I can and cannot place in my bin for recycling”.



NZ Variances

44 councils can be split into 12 groups 
containing similar information profiles.
Group L councils do not display specific 
guidance regarding recycling of plastic bags, 
plastic grades, polystyrene or TetraPaks.

If we add the 12 group profiles to the 23 
unique profiles, NZ currently has 35 variations 
on advise provided to the NZ public regarding 
the recycling of plastic bags, plastic grades, 
polystyrene and TetraPaks.

23 councils containing unique information 
profiles (not shared by other councils).

Only 14 councils provide clear reference and 
information relating to each of the enquiries.
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NZ Council Websites
All 67 District Councils 2013: Plastic Bags Recycled?

31

18 17

1

Nil Ref Yes No Yes/No

Who takes Plastic Bags?

North Island

South Island

Yes/No category means council has split advice 
(i.e. areas/suburbs may be yes, while different 
areas/suburbs may be no).



NZ Council Websites
All 67 District Councils 2013: Plastic Grades Recycled?

1

11

1 2

37

1 1 1

12

1 only 1 and 2 1 and
2/1,2,4 & 5

1 to 6 1 to 7 1,2 and 5 1,2 and 3 1,2,3 and 5 Nil Ref

Who lists Plastic Grades?

Note that some councils state they accept #6, but then also 
state they do not want polystyrene and/or meat trays. 
There is also very little reference to the problems of 
collecting #7 plastics that are actually made from plant 
based acids (PLA and Corn Starch).

North Island

South Island



NZ Council Websites
All 67 District Councils 2013: Polystyrene Recycled?

1

29

37

Yes Nil Ref No

Who takes Polystyrene?

Note that most Councils do not clarify polystyrene types accepted or otherwise. 
Plastic #6 covers all types of polystyrene as shown below, and improved 
clarification may resolve some confusion experienced by the public and reduce 
landfill waste.

1.Rigid polystyrene for refrigerated containers (e.g. smaller yoghurt pots): #6 P
2.Extruded polystyrene for take-away cups and trays: #6 XPS
3.Expanded polystyrene for formed packaging and packaging beads: #6 EPS

1 2

3

North Island

South Island



Who takes TetraPaks?

North Island

South Island

Yes/No category means council has split advice 
(i.e. areas/suburbs may be yes, while different 
areas/suburbs may be no).

NZ Council Websites
All 67 District Councils 2013: TetraPaks Recycled?

38

1 1

27

Nil Ref Yes/No Yes No



Please check the copy and link information relating to your 
advisory website before the 29th of October so recycle.co.nz can 
make any changes deemed necessary.

Please email keng@recycle.co.nz with any changes and the 
recycle.co.nz website will be updated accordingly.

If you would like more information on how you can be part of 
Recycling Week NZ please contact sian@recycle.co.nz.

Thank you.

Note: recycle.co.nz and Recycling Week are initiatives sponsored by Reclaim Ltd. All images are trademarked and the 
information in this report can not be reproduced without prior written consent from Reclaim Ltd (www.reclaim.co.nz).


